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should cease to hover around the cloud-capped peak
to emerge surrounded by the trusty Crusaders who
shared his slumbers and restore to Germany the
golden age of peace and strength.

It is claimed by some that Barbarossa has so re-
turned, that he came back as recently as 1870, but
whether this be fact or no does not concern us here.
What does concern us is, that in the reign of Frederick
Barbarossa we find mentioned, for the first time as a
power in the State, a few of the many German cities
that had arisen under the fostering protection of
Henry the Fowler. Barbarossa found it useful to
encourage the growth of that third estate so needful
to the healthy existence of the body politic. Thus
he could pit them against the nobles when it pleased
him to harass his sometime allies; he could also
draw from them the moneys that are the sinews of
war. In return for such loyal aid the emperor freely
granted municipal institutions, rights and privileges,
exemptions and favours, little realizing that in so
doing he was creating in his own land that very spirit
of independence, that breath of modern individual
freedom, to quench which he was spending his best
years and strength beyond the barrier Alps.

The policy therefore of the "imperial knights" and
"knightly emperors" who preceded and followed
Frederick, while in one way it tended to destroy the
unity of Germany as a political state, in the other
was the means by which the cities of Germany, as
well as those of Northern Italy, acquired that remark-
able independence, that rapid, splendid commercial
and intellectual development that raised them to the